
Iron
Age

Romano
British
Period

Roman Occupation

1819. New
turnpike road,

Tiverton-Bampton
along Exe Valley

1821. Mrs. Penton
founded National

School

1827. Batherm
Bridge rebuilt for

turnpike road

1843, 1851. Two
serious fires, 1st

High Street area,
2nd  Churchyard

1858. Police
Station in Briton

Street

1862. Methodist
church built

replacing cottages

1871. Piped water
supply to outdoor

taps by J C Phillips

1883. Telegram/
Telegraph wire

connected

1884. Railway comes
to Bampton

Notes. The start of the Stone Age is uncertain, hence the ‘??’ for the start date.
The dates (which are modern appellations) of the various Ages are approximate; the
changes took place over hundreds or thousands of years, particularly pre-Bronze Age.
There was no Saxon invasion; different tribes arrived over many decades, each settling in
their own areas which became mini-kingdoms, and later the bases of the modern counties.
The Viking era was c800–1066; they had no major influence in the area.
Romano British refers to the pre-Saxon period when the local population and some of the
retired Roman military and auxiliaries had settled and inter-married.
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BAMPTON TIMELINE, EVENTS FROM THE STONE AGE TO THE 20th CENTURY
(not to scale)

Bronze
Age

Stone
Age

Currently no firm evidence of
settlement in the Bampton area

Saxon/
Viking
Period

1066. Norman
Invasion

1204. The end of
the Norman era

1450. Church
north aisle added

1722. Workhouse
opens. Closed c1830

1810. Bampton
sorting & sending

its’ own mail

1st century. Fort with
possible vicus. Roads

built or renovated

After 700. Saxon
enclosure beside motte

11thc. Stone church on
present church site.
Town starts to take

shape. Water mill. Out
of town - villages and

farmsteads. Chapels at
Dipford, Petton,
Denscombe, Zeal

c1068. Motte &
Bailey erected

on site of Saxon
enclosure

1136. Siege of
Bampton

Castle, 3 days;
one man hanged

1180. Bampton
referred to as a

Borough. ? first of the
fairs

Church
tower added

1258. Fair Charter
renewed. Earliest

mention of St.
Luke’s chapel,

possibly built 13th

century for use
whilst parish
church being

reconstructed.
Last mention in

1536 when it was
leased for 60 years

Church nave
reconstructed

and roof raised

By 1336. Stone
mansion on motte.

Licence to castellate

1347. Lord of the manor
appointed [tax]Collector

of Wool for Devon.

Late 1300’s. Bampton 2nd

largest cloth-making town
in Devon after Barnstaple

1536. Castle
last occupied

c1607. Remains of
castle collapse in

earthquake

Packhorses taking
mail to London

1620’s. Boys’
school in

1645. Civil War.
Headquarters of
Devon Clubmen.
Bampton burned
by Royalists over

six days

1669. Great fire.
Victims share £10

1672. Baptists meeting
at Arthurshayne

1690. Baptist church
built in Luke Street

Rev. Thomas Wood
(vicar 1731-1784),
ran boys’ school.

Many entered
Cambridge

University 1744-
1763

1749-1760. Castle
Grove built on site

of Elizabethan
mansion

1758. First toll road
to Bampton from

Tiverton, over
Bampton Down

1793. Horse coaches
running to London

1816. Methodists
in Bampton

20th Century

1902. New Buildings
built for quarry workers
on site of the Barton and

17th  century cottages

1921. First telephone in
Bampton

1922. First council
houses built, “Wembley
Terrace”, Frog Street.

Nissen houses

1924. Mains water piped
into houses. More

council houses built

1927. Electricity supply
in Bampton. Street and

house lights. Church
supplied with 20 lights

for £64.2.0.

1934. Town Council
replaces Urban
District Council

1938. New school
opened; replaced 2007

1940. American and
British army medical
units with patients in

Bampton

1959. Town mill
ceases working; leat

filled in 1960

1963. Railway closes

1964. Police Station
moves to Barnhay.
Soon closes; police
move to Tiverton

1966. Last lime
production in

Bampton

1960’s – 1980’s;
1990’s-2007. Small

housing estates, both
council and private

1996. Quarrying
operations cease
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